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Green Product Costs in General 

• Cheaper: traffic safety equipment, toner cartridges 

• Same: janitorial paper, computers, cleaning products, 
ink 

• Good payback: vehicles, appliances 

• Somewhat volatile: copy paper, oil (within 10%) 

 
From New York State presentation on Advancing Green Chemistry in Government 

Procurement (Responsible Purchasing Network) 



Green Products 

• Are price neutral.  

• Offer energy and water savings.  

• Reduce maintenance costs.  

• Offer greater durability and lower replacement costs.  

• Eliminate or reduce solid waste haulage fees.  

• Lower hazardous materials management and 
reporting costs.  

• Reduce injuries and health hazard management 
costs.  

• Reduce purchases overall – rechargeable batteries. 



Federal Purchasing Driving Costs Down 

http://www.gsa.gov/portal/category/27119


NEW Website 



Cleaning Chemicals – Price Neutral 
• Reduce the number of cleaning 

chemicals being used.  
• Frequently use a dilution control 

system which reduces costly 
overuse of chemicals.  

• Reduce hazardous waste 
management costs.  

• Increase lifespan of facilities.  
• May reduce water bills.  
• Microfiber mops cost more initially 

but reduce janitorial staff injuries.  
• Reduce splash and exposure 

injuries.  
• Reduce absenteeism due to indoor 

air quality issues.  
 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/swfa/epp/


Reuse and Surplus Programs 
• Eliminates the cost of and 

shipping fees for new products.  
 

• Reduces staff time to process 
purchase orders.  
 

• Reduces waste that is sent to 
landfills and cost of trash 
haulage. 

•   
• Reduces the costs and waste of 

new product packaging.  
 

• Reduces toxics and GHG 
emissions associated with the 
lifecycle of new products.  
 
 



100% Recycled Content Paper 

 

72.5 TONS of copy paper  

 

▫ 32% virgin, 23% 30 percent recycled content ) 

 

▫ If reduce paper use by 2.5%, can offset the cost of 
purchasing 100% recycled content 



Computers 



Server Virtualization  

• Ecology estimates saving $1.2 million over five 
years 

▫ Reduced # of physical servers from 115 to 38 

▫ Cost avoidance in server purchases, software 
licenses and power and cooling costs 

 

Estimated GHG Reduction – 425 (MTC02e) 

 

 



Green Purchasing Listserv 



What’s Coming Up 

• Ongoing NASPO/RPN Opportunity Assessment 
papers (7-10) 

 

• EPP Reporting 

 

• Continue technical assistance to local governments 
and state agencies 

 
▫ Contact Tina Simcich at 360 407-7507 

 

 


